A Youd Better Read Me News

February 2016 Pre-Bulletin

It’s only the third week of January. Are we going to get
more rain in southern California? Will we really get a lot
more snow in Sierra’s in order to build up our reservoirs?
Will we ever learn how to use strobes in our almost daily
photography? We can’t definitely answer the first two

uestions, yet we can hel&/with the third one! Kevin

ubota invented and FJ Westcott built the LunaGrip
for flash/strobe photography. Yes! Kevin Kubota will be
our presenter for February and will show us some cool
Photography tips, Pbotosboﬁ/l,igbtroom techniques,

and show bis new invention

Lynette and I were in Italy with Kevin and Clare
Kubota. Kevin wanted to show us his newest invention
with the [Luna Grlp. As soon as [ saw it, I realized that
here was an invention that took a lot of the mystery
about using a soft box and creating stunning portraits
without dragging excess poundage with you to a remote
location. H%re we were in Um%ria, Italy, sun shining
quite brightly and Kevin wanted to show us how to
create a portrait that would blow our minds. We were
outside near an olive tree. The sun was dappled through
the trees, making a nice portrait seem almost impossigle.
Kevin had Lynette and I sit down and posed us. I could
see that the sun was peeking through the leaves of the
olive tree on both of us. In the years that I have known
Kevin, I have learned to trust his judgement and have
experienced his expertise with portrait photography. He
then brought out this new device, the likes of which I

had not quite seen befor
thar I knew was like the [Westcott 50” 5-in-1 Sunligh
reflectog. Only this one was_slightly smaller and 1t

had a handle so it could be held by hand, even by the
photographer, if required. Additionally, at the back of
this stran%e looking item was a normal looking flash
unit. As [ looked at this device further, I realized I was
looking at the future of portrait photography. Now came
the acig test. Could Kevin take an image of Lynette and
me in these difficult lighting conditions and not make
it look like an overpowered strobe to knock out the

dgp&l/)led sunlight on his subjects? 7he easy answer was
d

YES! Definitely! 'The images looked as though Kevin
had not even used a strobe, or had brought along a huge
light box and reflector with a studio strobe and created
a studio right under this olive tree. He had powered the
strobe down to about 25% power, positioned the diffuser
to “Wr%p” the light around us and these images had the
look of an indoor studio rIis{ght in this hotel backyard in
Italy! When you see how Kevin and his lovely assistant,
Clare, use this LunaGrip, you will be amazed.

For years we have been using very large Scrims to
cut down on really bright sunlight for outoor portraits
and have tried using various other diffusers to drop the
light down one or two stops so the light is not blinding
on the models. Then we have to figure out the f stops
or the strobe power so we don't have the look of “yox

used strobes” to take that image. Even using a two sto
diffuser left you with having to chase the light, especially
if you had clouds that wouI%i drift by and cause the li%ht
to vary intensely. That is when you would use strobes
or large studio lights to keep ‘the light steady. This
LunaGri actually%landles this situation quite easily. You
will see that for yourself as we take the images, process
them quickly and display them on the 10 toot screen
in the room. We will have a couple of these kits at the
meeting. All you will need is your own strobe or flash
attachment with either a remote_or a long_co
your camera. We chqose to use
their Ddin Receivery. These are amazingly af]
radio controlled strobes with a long range and able to
easily control the intensity of the flash right from the
hot shoe of your camera. During Kevin’s lecture he will
talk about more than just using the LunaGrip. As usual
I will recommend you take copious notes as Kevin will
not be talking strictly about the Luna Grip.

You might also bring your Adobe Creative Cloud
notebook with your A§obe pen to take notes. A lot of
you got them as raffle prizes in December.

Will we be offering a LunaGrip as a raffle prize? No,
because not everyone is interested in flash photography.
However we will have a main raffle prize that literally
everyq nuu]]_b_ummd_m.lA one year subscription
to the Adobe Creative Cloud!|Here is where you have
access to almost every Adobe application. The normal
cost is $49.99 per month for 12 months. The fun starts
immediately as you will find that anytime Adobe has

an update to one of your chosen programs, you can
download the newest update and use it.

We have asecond raffle prize: How oeable
battery conditioner / charger? This MH-C8010 Unit
from Powerex not only charges rechargeable batteries, it

reconditions them. We own one of these and they are

incredibly useful.

We will send out another bulletin on February 13,

the day before Valentine’s Day. However this notice
is to give you time to qlan to be at the February 20,
meeting where you will learn about Photoshop' tips,

Photography tricks, Lighting, and more from Kevin
Kubota.

AXZc.mﬁﬂLon.Sau.l.Ljay, February 20, 2016 at the @
Community Centdr in Lakewood. Map is in the Tower
eft quadrant. Doors will open 8:45 AM and the coffee
will be ready.

See you then

Regards and God bless.
Ri§< Redfern
advanzio@yahoo.com

Tel: 714.840.4737
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http://www.fjwestcott.com/lunagrip-kit
http://www.fjwestcott.com/50-5-in-1-sunlight-reflector
http://www.fjwestcott.com/50-5-in-1-sunlight-reflector
http://www.phottix.com/index.php/en/hot-shoe-flashes/phottix-mitros-ttl-transceiver-flash.html
http://www.phottix.com/index.php/en/flash-triggers/phottix-odin-ttl-564.html
https://creative.adobe.com/plans?promoid=P3KMQZ9Y&mv=other
http://www.amazon.com/Powerex-Maha-MH-C801D-Eight-Charger/dp/B003OU51LG/ref=sr_1_1?s=electronics&ie=UTF8&qid=1453495562&sr=1-1&keywords=mh-c801d+eight+cell+1-hr+charger
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Burns+Community+Center/@33.8558951,-118.1337614,3a,75y,114.34h,84.52t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sXOLDFlHownPNIxC1BrO2uw!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xa38283d776fe2379!6m1!1e1   
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Burns+Community+Center/@33.8558951,-118.1337614,3a,75y,114.34h,84.52t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sXOLDFlHownPNIxC1BrO2uw!2e0!7i13312!8i6656!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xa38283d776fe2379!6m1!1e1   

